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TALK: Text and Learn for Kindergarten is an 
early literacy text messaging service 
developed by 5 libraries in Washtenaw 
County

Sends developmentally appropriate texts to 
parents with children 5 and under with 
activity suggestions and library information 
they can use to help prepare their little one 
for school success

What is TALK? 

https://texttolearn.com/texts/


How TALK works

BIRTH                                                                                                    AGE 6 



Messages include...
LIBRARY NOTIFICATIONSACTIVITY SUGGESTIONS

● Tailored to a child’s development 
level

● Only require materials available in 
most homes

● Often can be done during everyday 
routines

● Thoroughly reviewed by parents 
and community experts

● Links to videos, book lists, and 
songs on the TALK website

https://texttolearn.com/


Messages go beyond early literacy to 
build all types of school readiness skills



Who can use TALK? 
Any parent or caregiver in Michigan can sign up 
to receive messages.

Any public library in Michigan can sign up to 
offer the service to parents in their community.



Unique features of TALK
• Posters that advertise the service have activity 

suggestions that can be used in specific sites
• Based on Every Child Ready to Read--a library 

storytime curriculum 
• Allows libraries to send 2 messages/month to let 

parents know about library programs and services
• Helps libraries partner with all types of community 

partners--including schools



TALK libraries in Michigan



Promotional and partnership 
toolkits for libraries

• English and Spanish
• Social media posts
• Promotional materials in 

multiple formats
• QR code designs
• Tips and resources to build 

community partnerships 
around early literacy 



TALK AS A LIBRARY PROMOTIONAL TOOL
● A library resource for patrons
● Community connections with 

other agencies (schools, 
hospitals, etc) 

● Community service
● Easy for patrons to use
● Use it to promote your 

library programs



Promoting TALK to your patrons - QR Codes
● Make stickers: Share them w/ 

community partners, stick them 
in books you’re donating, let 
staff have fun with them!

● Laminate QR codes: Stick them 
in play kits or other items that 
circulate

● Put them in little free libraries 
● Add the code regularly to library 

newsletters, signage, or 
monitor displays



Promoting TALK to your patrons - Flyers

● Posters and flyers work well 
as evergreen materials in 
your library

● These are promotional tools 
to share and display at other 
community organizations to 
spread the library brand

● Promote along side your 
1000 books before 
kindergarten to bolster both!



Promoting TALK to your patrons - Social Media

Use graphics from the kit to 
promote on your social 
media feeds

INCLUDE: Sample texts, 
and you can even ask folks 
to share pictures (if they’re 
comfortable) of the 
activities they’re doing.



Promoting TALK to your 
patrons - Newsletters

Include links/QR codes 
regularly in your newsletters 
and emails. 

INCLUDE: Sample activity/text 



Promoting TALK to your patrons - Website
● Add it to a banner 

on your home 
page or elsewhere 
on your library 
website

● Feature regular 
blog posts w/ 
literacy tips that 
promote the 
service


