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W h a t  i s  t h e  
S u m m e r  Fo o d  S e r v ic e  P r o g r a m ?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Summer Food Service Program was established to ensure that low- income children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session.  



A federally - fu n d e d , s t a t e -
a d m in i s t e r e d  p r o g r a m . 

R e im b u r s e s  p r o v id e r s  w h o  
s e r v e  f r e e  h e a l t h y  m e a l s  t o  
c h i l d r e n  a n d  t e e n s  in  l o w -
in c o m e  a r e a s  d u r in g  t h e  
s u m m e r  m o n t h s  w h e n  
s c h o o l  i s  n o t  in  s e s s io n .

…  O R DURING UNANTICIPATED SCHO O L CLO SURES FRO M 
O CTO BER TO  APRIL 

S u m m e r  Fo o d  S e r v ic e  P r o g r a m

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The program is federally funded.USDA contracts with State Agencies, like the Department of Education to administer the program.USDA reimburses the sponsors who provide nutritious meals to children 18 years of age and younger.  The meals must meet Federal nutrition guidelines. And be served at approved sites in areas with significant concentrations of low- income children. Today I’m going to toss around a few different terms that we use interchangeably for The Summer Food Service Program.   SFSP – we are a federal agency and we like our acronymsand summer meals  But  wait there's more…each state like: Read up and eat up, meet up and eat up, lunch at the library, etc.  Today’ I will go over:  who what where and how the SFSP runs.  The SFSP operates during school vacations, primarily in the summer months – from May through September. …  “OR”or DURING UNANTICIPATED SCHOOL CLOSURES FROM OCTOBER TO APRIL 



W H O  D O E S  TH E  
P R O G R A M  S E R VE ?

S e r v e s  
c h i ld r e n  a n d  t e e n s  

a g e  18  a n d  y o u n g e r . 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Serves children and teens age 18 and younger



Ar e a  E l ig ib i l i t y

• 50% Free and Reduced 
• Some areas that haven't 

qualified in years past 
may qualify this year.

• Contact your 
state/sponsor to learn 
more. 

We  w a n t  t o  fe e d  k id s  w h e re  t h e re  is  a  n e e d !

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where?  We want to feed kids where there is a need! Area Eligibility is based on 50% Free and Reduced participation at local school.  This year is a tad different. Some areas that haven't qualified in years past may qualify this year. Mapping tool and State and Sponsors can help you determine if your library is in a location that qualifies.



HO W  IT W O RKS

STATE

Administer the program 
a nd com m unica te  with 

USDA.

SPONSOR

Enters into a g reem ents with 
Sta te  a gencies to run the  

progra m .
Reim bursed by the  Progra m  
a nd m a y m a na ge  m ultip le  

site s. (prepare meals )

SITE

Places in the community 
where children receive 

meals in a safe and 
supervised environment .

(serve meals ) 
(no food prep)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How it works? Who Administers the Program? The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) Administers the SFSP at the national level.  We contract with the State. In CA the program is administered by the California Department of Education.  In VA the program is administered by the Virginia Department of Health. In AZ the program is administered by the Arizona Department of Education.Locally, public or private non-profit organizations that want to “sponsor” the program apply and are approved by the State agency to operate the Program.  These sponsoring organizations sign Program agreements with their State agency. They are responsible for overseeing Program operations. They prepare and deliver meals to sites, conduct compliance review, etc. At the end of the summer, Sponsors receive Federal reimbursement from the State agency. It covers the administrative and operating costs of preparing and serving meals to children.  Often times a sponsors will run more than one feeding site. What is a Site?The meal sites are the physical location at which a sponsor provides a food service for children.  And… up until this summer, following federal regulations a location where the children consume meals in a supervised setting.  A good thing to note here is that a site does not typically make their own meals.  



LIBRARIES MAKE 
GREAT SITES!

• Everyone is welcome at the library
• Open long hours
• Open evenings with afterschool programs – dinner, snacks
• Know as a place to get stuff for free
• Learning and enrichment activities that help with summer 

slide  
• Safe

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Libraries make great sites.As you know…libraries have a long history of being open to everyone, have long ours, have great programing, and there are some awesome people that run them!



VALUE TO  LIBRARIES 
•Attracts new families to library services and 
expands existing patrons’ knowledge of 
available library resources.

•New partnerships with schools, other city and 
county agencies, and community partners.

•Visibility and credibility for
library services and resources.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What’s in it for you?  Some examples from our Library partners…The summer meals program has been asset to libraries around the country as it drives families in during the summer months and the children can continue to read. It’s noted that library card issuance goes up in summer. Community partners are willing to get engaged. Ex- mobile eye clinic used at school during school year parked at library and conducted screening. Summer meals provide a good opportunity for teens and seniors to volunteer.



W HY THIS YEAR?
• Unemployment high
• Families need assistance
• Need safe and trusted locations to serve

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Summer 2020 isn’t like any other. We are seeing record numbers of unemployment and families are struggling to feed their children. We are looking for safe and trusted location to serve meals



Lib r a r y  = Co m m u n ity
Libraries are community spaces in the heart of the neighborhood.

People trust their local library and value it’s role in the community

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Library is a safe and trusted location and a perfect community location to serve meals.



S u m m e r  2 0 2 0  

• Non-congregate
• Grab and Go
• Parents can pick up meals
• Must use safety measures

(contact your local health authority)

Many regulatory flexibilities
this summer, here are a few...

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SFSP is a federal program administered under federal regulations. May of those regs have been waived this summer.  We are seeing some flexibilities that might be appealing to libraries this year.   Children don’t have to congregate to eat the foodTake a way is okParents can pick up meals for kidsFollowing CDC guidelines local health authority



S u m m e r  2 0 2 0  

• Area Eligibility
• Meal Pattern
• Don’t have to run traditional operations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In some cases areas that didn’t qualify before might qualify now. Changes to the food requirements in the meals are different.  Some of the details you might not need to worry about as a site, leave meal prep worry to the sponsors.  This summer is just different. 



SUMMER MEALS IN LIBRARIES 
EXAMPLE: IO W A 

In 2019
• 17 lib ra rie s op e ra t e d  su m m e r m e a ls sit e s in  Iow a .

In  20 20 , w it h  t h e  st a rt  o f t h e  u n a n t ic ip a t e d  sch oo l c lo su re s
• 18  lib ra rie s se rve d  a s d ist rib u t ion  loca t ion s fo r Gra b  'n  Go  m e a ls, 

p re d om in a n t ly in  sm a ll ru ra l com m u n it ie s a c ross t h e  st a t e .

• Of t h e se  18  lib ra rie s, 17 h a d  n o t  p re viou sly p a rt ic ip a t e d  in  SFSP. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Earlier I mentioned the “OR” OR DURING UNANTICIPATED SCHOOL CLOSURES FROM OCTOBER TO APRIL.  In Iowa, over the last few months libraries stepped it up! With the start of the unanticipated school closures. 18 libraries served as distribution locations for Grab 'n Go meals, predominantly in small rural communities across the state. Of these 18 libraries, 17 had not previously participated in SFSP.Some of the 18 will continue operating through June 30th but some are ending here at the end of May.  Going into the regular summer season, 8 additional libraries will start providing meals/snacks.  With this 26 libraries will have participated in 2020 in either the unanticipated closures, regular summer season, or both.



SUMMER MEALS IN LIBRARIES 
EXAMPLE: ST.  LO UIS CO UNTY, MO

• BECAME DRIVE-THRO UGH O R PICK-UP LO CATIO NS FO R 
GRAB-AND-GO  MEALS

• CO LLABO RATING W ITH O PERATIO N FO O D SEARCH, A 
NO NPRO FIT THAT DISTRIBUTES FO O D

• FREE DRIVE-THRO UGH FO O D PICKUPS IN NINE O F THEIR 
LIBRARIES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MO, They partnered with Food Search to prepare meals and 9 of the libraries did a drive through grab and go for families.  



W HO  ARE THE SPO NSO RS IN 
YO UR NEIGHBO RHO O D?  

EXAMPLES:
SCHO O LS

FO O D BANKS
CHURCHES

BO YS AND GIRLS CLUB (NO N PRO FITS)
PARKS AND RECREATIO N DEPARTMENTS

HO USING AUTHO RITY
PO LICE ATHLETIC LEAGUES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who are the sponsors?  YMCA, Parks Department, Schools, Food Banks. A sponsor is responsible for the administrative pieces of the program- training, monitoring, finances, meal prep and delivery in some cases.  While libraries may be eligible to act as both a sponsor and a site it is recommended that libraries become acquainted with the program by acting as a summer meal site in the first year. 



HO W  DO  I FIND A SPO NSO R?

USDA MAPPING TOOL:  
WWW.FNS.USDA.GOV/MEALS4KIDS

CALL: 
1-866 -348-6479 TO FIND A 
SPONSOR/SITES NEAR YOU

TEXT to find a site near you:

Text “SUMMER MEALS” TO 97779 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Finding a sponsor. Often times the closest sponsor to you in the local school district.    Use any of these tools we have available. Website, mapping tool, phone number.  Visit our website – link in chat to contact the state Use the tool to find a sponsor. Link to mapping tool in chat. 

http://www.fns.usda.gov/MEALS4KIDS


HO W  DO  I FIND A SPO NSO R?

CONTACT STATE
THEY CAN CONNECT YOU
WWW.FNS.USDA.GOV/SFSP/SUMMER-FOOD-SERVICE-PROGRAM

PO LICE ATHLETIC LEAGUE

So u th b r id g e ,  MA

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The link to the state contacts is in the chat.The State can do the matchmaking for you to find a local sponsor.  They understand who is in good standing and who has the capacity to take on another site. 



Ma p p in g  To o l
w w w .fn s .u sd a .g o v / m e a ls4 k id s

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SFSP siteAre you interested in operating a site that serves summer meals? See the contact information of your state agency. They can help determine if you are located in an eligible area.Find a summer site in your community with our Summer Meal Site Finder mapping tool.MAP02129 



CH E CK O UT 
W W W .S UMME R FO O D.US DA.GO V
• Learn why organizations throughout the country 

serve Summer Meals 
• Contact your State agency to talk about how you 

can get involved 
• Find Summer Meals promotional materials

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visit our website for resources



THANK 
YO U

U S D A  i s  a n  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  l e n d e r ,  p r o v i d e r  a n d  e m p l o y e r

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank youIntro Luke – move his slides
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