Unattended Children at Closing Time:
Purpose:  Children left outside to wait for a ride after the library has closed are placed in a vulnerable position.  The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safety and protection of young patrons while they are at the library.

Policy:

1. Fifteen minutes before closing, staff members will remind young patrons of closing time, and allow children to call for transportation or to locate family members using the library telephone.

2. If an unattended child under the age of 16 is in a library entryway or outside the doors at closing time, a staff member will assist the child in contacting a parent or guardian.

3. The two staff members assigned as closers for the evening will remain up to 30 minutes after closing time until the parent or guardian arrives.

4. If the parent or guardian has not picked up the child within the 30-minute period following closing time, the library staff will notify the appropriate local law enforcement agency, i.e.:  the Macomb County Sheriff for Graubner and the Romeo Police for Kezar.  The two staff members assigned as closers will wait for an officer to arrive.
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5. The responding officer will make the decision to take the child to the police station or to allow the child or children to depart the library for home or to remain outside the building.  The library staff will follow the guidance of the responding officer.

6. Under no circumstances should a staff member give a ride home to a child left at the Library.

7. Staff will complete an Incident Report to be sent to the Director.        
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